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1. Tyler changes a lot from the beginning of the story to the end of the story. 

How would you describe Tyler at the beginning of the story? How does being 
the team captain for Earth’s Galaxy Games team change him? How do you 
predict Tyler will change in the next book? 

 
2. Describe Amanda. What is she like? What’s important to her? How does she 

feel about Tyler? Would you like to have her as an older sister? Why or why 
not? 

 
3. El Gatito works hard to appear mysterious. How does he do it? Is he 

successful? Why or why not? 
 
4. What did you notice about all of the players selected for the Galaxy Games? 

What are some traits they all have in common? (Possible answers: they’re all 
top athletes, they’re hard workers, or they’re all a little weird: Felix w/ the 
butterfly wings in goal, El Gatitio as himself, Tomoko and her 
energy/obstinacy, Weez who thinks his little brother was abducted by aliens) 

 
5. Greg Fishbone uses humor to create and define the characters. Can you find 

an example of how he uses humor to show us more about a character? 
(Examples: Daiki wincing every time someone calls Tomoko his “girlfriend” 
tells us that he’s shy about their friendship, Amanda loving the rock star who 
constantly lampoons Tyler in her lyrics shows how frustrated she is with Tyler 
getting all the attention, El Gatito referring to himself in the third person to 
create an air of mystery.) 

 
6. Think about Tomoko. What are her strengths as a character? What are her 

faults? How do her strengths help her in the story? How do her faults hold her 
back? 
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7. In the book, not everyone on Earth is excited about the aliens. Who opposes 
the aliens? Why are they against them? Is there anything in our society that 
reminds you of these characters/groups? (Example: Yolanda might remind a 
child of a talk show host.) 

 
8. What is a language implant? What does it do? If you could get one, would you 

want one? Why or why not? 
 
9. Why is Eric angry with Tyler? Do you agree with Eric’s reaction? If you were 

Eric, and the same thing had happened to your best friend, how would you 
feel? How would you react? 

 
10. M’Frozza has a unique relationship with her Father-Parent. How does she 

treat him? How does he treat her? How does their relationship impact the 
story? 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Greg R. Fishbone serves as Assistant Regional Coordinator for the three New 
England chapters of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). 
His hometown of Boston shaped his love of sports, history, and clam chowder. 
Fishbone also developed a healthy obsession with science fiction and fantasy 
stories. Between (and often during) classes, he doodled spaceships and plotted out 
his own early efforts at writing. 
 After college, Fishbone attended law school in three countries, including 
Japan. He considered staying there until he learned that the Japanese term for 
“foreign attorney working in Japan,” could also mean “outhouse.” This made for 
many awkward conversations including the line, “I am studying hard and hope to 
become an outhouse someday.” 
 Practicing law by day and writing by night, Fishbone still hopes to become 
an outhouse someday. He lives in Waltham, Massachusetts, with his wife and 
daughter. 
 
Book Information  
$15.95, HARDCOVER 
ISBN 978-1-60060-660-1 
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Reading Level: Grades 2-8 
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RESOURCES ON THE WEB  
Learn more about Galaxy Games at  
http://www.leeandlow.com/books/423/hc/galaxy_games_the_challengers 
http://www.galaxygamesseries.com 
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BookTalk with Greg R. Fishbone 
http://www.leeandlow.com/p/galaxy_games.mhtml 
 
Order Information  
On the Web:  
http://www.leeandlow.com/p/ordering.mhtml (general order information)  
http://www.leeandlow.com/books/423/hc/galaxy_games_the_challengers (secure on-line 
ordering) 
 
By Phone:  
212-779-4400 ext. 25 
212-683-1894 fax 
 
By Mail:  
Lee & Low Books, 95 Madison Avenue, NY, NY 10016 
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