Lee & Low Books Yasmin’s Hammer Discussion Questions p.1

9.

YASMINS HAMMER
P E LEARNER

A‘lEE & Low sooks dih@ié

Discussion Questions for
YASMIN’S HAMMER

by Ann Malaspina
illustrated by Doug Chayka

. At the beginning of the story, why can’t Yasmin go to school? When Yasmin

first says she wants to go to school, what does Abba tell her?
Why do Yasmin and her family move to the city?

How does Yasmin feel about moving from the country to the city? Have you
ever moved? If you have, how did it make you feel? Why?

What does Yasmin think of the city of Dhaka? Find parts in the story that
support your answer.

What job do Yasmin and Mita have? What is Amma'’s job? What is Abba’s
job?

Why does the boss give Yasmin extra coins? What does Yasmin plan to do
with these extra coins?

Yasmin works extra hard in the brickyard once she hatches her plan. Have
you ever had to work extra hard for something you wanted? What was it and
what did you do to earn it?

How do you think Yasmin feels when see sees signs, newspapers, and books
that she cannot read? How would you feel if you could not read? What are
some ways in which your life might be different?

Why is owning a book so important to Yasmin, even when she can'’t read it?

10.How might knowing how to read help Yasmin become a shopkeeper, a

teacher, a doctor, or the governor? Has reading ever helped you in a special
way? What happened?
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11.Do you think Yasmin really had enough money to buy the book? What makes
you think so? If you think she did not have enough, why do you think the
shopkeeper sold her the book? And why did he sell it to her instead of giving
it to her?

12.What emotions do you think Yasmin and her family experience while looking
through her book?

13.Why do Abba and Amma finally decide that Yasmin and Mita should go to
school?

14.What do Abba and Amma do so that the girls may go to school? Why do they
need to earn more money?

15.Yasmin and Mita bring a box of khichuri, a rice and lentil dish, for lunch every
day. What foods do you like to eat for lunch?

16.How old do you think Yasmin and Mita are? Why do children in Bangladesh
sometimes work instead of going to school? How is this different from life in
the United States?

17.0n the last page of the book there is information about organizations that are
helping children in Bangladesh and around the world. Why is the work these
organizations do important?
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Interest Level: Grades 1-6
Themes: Asian/Asian American Interest, Dreams & Aspirations, Education, Family
Traditions, Overcoming Obstacles, Poverty
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